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patriotically-minded than those of the Mark of Branden-
:>urg itself. After the fall of Napoleon it acquired and
soon assimilated the superb Rhenish and Westphalian
provinces: in 1866 it was enlarged by other territories
lardly less important, while at the same time its military,
and to a great extent its financial system, were applied to
Saxony, Mecklenburg, and the minor North German
principalities. Thus the enormous difficulty of creating
a state de now was avoided by the extension of the
existing state; and if Germany, as the more idealistic
school of politicians complain, has been in this way
turned into a larger Prussia, the practical school may ask
whether this result (if the matter be more than a question
of names) is not one that may be acquiesced in when
the object of national aspiration has been substantially
attained Moreover, if Germany is Prussianized, so will
Prussia be in the same process Germanized by the in-
fusion or addition of the South German races.
Looking therefore to the form which the political re-
construction of Germany has taken, this reconstruction
may fairly be said to be Prussia's work. But that work
could never have been accomplished without the efforts
of those very * sentimental' or * romantic' politicians who
found themselves first persecuted as agitators, and then
pushed aside when the moment for action came. For it
was they who prepared the feelings of the nation for this
revolution, and who raised to the height of a great
national movement, justified by the popular will, what
would otherwise have been a career of violent self-
aggrandizement It was with Germany as with Italy,
where the work of Cavour could never have been accom-
plished without the previous labours of the greater and
loftier MazzinL